Save Water on Y our Landscaping
Outside Y our Southwestern Home
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Written by Lance Winslow

What if you live in the Southwest and are worried about water usage outside your home?
Y ou know that typically 55% of your water use will be outside your home, but water isin
short supply in the desert regions where you live, worse, the authorities are calling for
voluntarily water conservation. If this does not work, there will be alevel 11 drought,
maybe even alevel threein the future.

Imagine, trying to plant alawn and keep it green in this environment. Not all types of
plants can grow well in the desert regions of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona or California.
And what about Mexico, you think it'sdry in the US in these regions, what about our
neighborsin Mexico? You seeg, if we are going to work together to save water, then we
must start paying attention to our landscapes outside our homes.

May | be so blunt to recommend a very good book to you on this subject? A book, which
can help you do your part to help, because if we all do alittle, we will collectively
accomplish alot:

"Plants for Dry Climates; How to Select, Grow and Enjoy" by Mary Rose Duffield and
Warren D. Jones. 2001 (upgraded and re-edited edition).

The book explains the annual rainfall rates, winds, weather, high heat, low humidity, and
yes, it all matters. In fact, areas within the regions have micro-climates that can
significantly change which plants will grow best. The direction that you house faces and
where the shade is and for how long during the day maybe ideal for some plants and bad
for others.

Over 600 plant species are in this book with graphs, charts and information isinside.
Learn about the different species of lawns, cacti, sage brush, flowers, and what suits your
fancy. Y ou will not believe the incredible choices and opportunity for your xeriscape
landscape to save water. Please consider doing your part to save water.
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